THE SPIRIT OF THE SAMAJ

by the leaves and the sap supplied by the soil and artificial
watering. So the tree of religion requires for its nourish-
ment and growth fresh draughts, and then it is decked
with fine foliage and rich fruitage and gives shelter to
many under its overhanging boughs. This is truer of
Brahmoism than of any other religion, for eclecticism is
its soul. Hinduism lent certain things to Buddhism ; and
Buddhism and Jainism gave some elements to each other.
Hinduism, the parent-stock, had to be revived and
rehabilitated by Sankaracharya to fight against the
theory of the void and the MaJiayana School of Buddhism,
and in Neo-Hinduism, there was a substratum of Buddhism.
But these religions are not eclectic in the sense Brahmoism
was, and hence it had to borrow from the theistic
orthodoxies for its growth and sustenance. In introducing
soxne semblance of Bhakti emotionalism into Brahmoism,
Vijaykrishna gave it a new lease of life. Reason or
intellectualism does not feed the founts of religion, and
Bhakti is the heart of all religions. Not only in religion,
but also in literature, in oratory, emotion is a necessary
concomitant of reason. The eighteenth century in English
literature was not a creative age because of its rationalistic
background ; there was the drying up of the lyrical
impulse, and the magic wand of Prospero was buried
fifty fathoms deep. Nature became a dull mechanical
clock-work, a savage and unkempt condition which was
reformed into order by the corrective efforts of civilized
man.  The Victorian Age was a great age, because in it
there was a synthesis. Likewise, in order that a great
religion may thrive and appeal to all minds, emotionalism
and rationalism should be balanced in it.

Although Keshav was nurtured in the cradle of a
Vaishnavite family and he wanted to unite Christ to
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